Evaluation of patients with postsurgical syndromes.
The evaluation of patients with postgastrectomy or other postsurgical syndromes must be thorough. A proper medical or surgical treatment plan should be based on a thoughtful physiologic examination, not just an anatomic evaluation. Procedures such as vagotomy testing and intestinal transit studies may identify or exclude causes (e.g., acid hypersecretion, poor gastric emptying) of postsurgical syndromes and should address the cause of the problem, not the effect.